
House Bill 2908 

Sponsors: Martwick/Ramirez 

Summary: House Bill 2908 would replace the Chicago School Board of Education’s 7-member, mayor-

appointed board with a 21-member elected board. It would replace the Chicago School Board of 

Education’s 7-member, mayor-appointed board with a 21-member elected board. The bill is a 

compromise proposal between Senator Martwick’s previously discussed Senate Bill 2497 and Leader 

Lightford’s Senate Bill 827. 

How would the election work? 

- Starting during the 2026 consolidated election, the measure would make the Chicago School 

Board fully-elected.   

o However, that would follow a two-year hybrid period to begin after the November 

2024 election.  

o Under the hybrid model, 10 members would be elected and 10 would be appointed 

by the mayor with advice and consent from the city council and the board president.  

o Appointed members will serve two-year terms and elected members will serve four-

year terms. 

o The president of the board will be appointed by the mayor until 2026. After, the 

president will be elected by the board. 

o The board president will make appointments to the board. 

- Vacancies of the board would be filled by appointment. If the board doesn’t make an 

appointment, it falls in responsibility of the mayor 

- Board members can’t be an employee or owner of a company with a contract with 

the school district. Board members also cannot be employees of the school district.  

Background 

- Currently the board consists of seven members who are appointment by the mayor, 

without approval of the City Council. This has been the case for 150 years. That 

stands in contrast to over 90% of school districts nationwide, according to a 2016 

Pew Charitable Trusts study. 

- In 2015, the Chicago Teachers Union initiated a non-binding ballot referendum to 

ask if voters supported an elected school board. A large majority voted in favor.  

- The Chicago Tribune published the results of a 2011 Tribune/WGN-TV poll that 

found 77% supported an elected board. A 2015 Tribune poll found roughly the same 

level of support. Last month, Crain’s Chicago Business released these findings: 79% 

of business executives surveyed backed the proposal for a board elected by citizens 

in 20 districts across the city. 

- In 2012, some parts of Chicago were able to vote on the elected school board 

question in the fashion of a non-binding referendum. It received 87% support in 327 

precincts, and in 2015, 89% of voters in 37 wards backed it. 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-chicago-election-referendums-met-0225-20150224-story.html
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/greg-hinz-politics/biz-sentiment-turns-positive-here-vaccines-spread
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-met-chicago-elected-school-board-debate-20190418-story.html

